
July’s Lunch Club 
 
July’s lunch was a very convivial affair, which started with a lovely glass of champagne courtesy of the 
restaurant. Why champagne, well, it was Fiona’s birthday and we also had a cake. Now before you all 
start thinking what a cheapskate for using a business event as Fiona’s birthday treat, Fiona likes to 
meet clients and get out of the office it was just a happy coincidence that it coincided with her birthday 
(or poor planning on my part).  
 
You will see that we have more photographs this month, for a 
change I have managed to get every guest. Fiona and I were 
particularly pleased to welcome Christopher Rowell back. 
Christopher is in charge of furniture for the National Trust and has 
been kind enough to involve us with a number of projects over the 
years. This was our first chance to catch after Christopher and his 
wife were my guests at the Royal Warrant Holder’s Banquet last 
November. 
 

Mark Van Oss is a new recruit to lunch who has worked with Jasper 
for many years. Mark’s client list is particularly impressive so it was 
good to be able to discuss possible collaborations in the future. I look 
forward to greeting him at our workshops in the near future. 
 
Angus Gibson’s name has been synonymous with high quality 
audiovisual systems for as long as I can remember and I find it 
difficult to reconcile that Gibson Music still exists but that Angus is no 
longer a part of a business that was once his. I am occasionally asked 
about whether I could sell my company given I too have my name 

embedded deeply within it, so it was interesting to discuss the issues 
around selling the firm that bears your name and how that feels. 
 
As is common at our lunches we quite often find unexpected 
personal connections and this month was no exception. Darren Size 
previously worked for Holloway White Allom the company that 
bought Gibson Music. He later went on to set up Sizebreed 
Construction with one of our previous lunch guests, Barry Breed. 
Sizebreed obviously have the expertise to deliver at the top end so if 
you’ve got a project coming up it could be worth getting in touch. 
 

Unusually for our lunches we had two members from NEJ Stevenson 
and Weldon. Jonathan Burch, Jasper’s partner brought Muayad 
Dabbas, a client for a new project in Jordan. He didn’t get to talk much 
about the project as we were all far more interested in Jordan as a 
destination for architectural treasures and we are grateful for his 
insights to a country that finds itself linked to Britain culturally but at 
odds politically. 
 
And finally… the birthday girl with a 
massive cake, which we all helped to 

devour along with another glass of champagne. Fiona is keen to 
spend more time eating cakes and drinking champagne, so if any of 
you have birthdays coming up, give her a call! 
 

 
 
 

 
Christopher Rowell & Neil 

 
Jasper and Mark Van Oss 

 
Darren Size & Angus Gibson 

 
Jonathan & Muayad Dabbas 

Fiona Stevenson 


