
June Lunch Club 
 
June’s lunch was hot and although air-conditioned the restaurant was still warm, prompting a very 
rapid removal of jackets and an interesting discussion about etiquette. The usual situations arose 
that included the thorny subjects of opening doors for ladies, walking in front of them on staircases 
and paying the restaurant bill. Your views are most welcome.  
 
We were pleased to welcome back architect Andrew Roberts of 
Weldon Walshe and Peter Sawa of Holloway White Allom Ltd. 
Both have provided good company in the past and this proved 
to be the case again. It was also good to hear opinions of the 
current market with a general feeling that things are picking up 
with a large number of enquiries at the beginning of the year 
now starting to bear fruit. 

 
Peter Gurner of Bathrooms International joined us coincidentally 
only a month after his wife Cheryl was a guest. They have been at 
the top of the bathroom market for more years than Peter wished 
to remember. During our conversation it was clear Peter feels the 
same as I that despite the difficulties of working in such demanding 
and competitive markets, when it comes to delivering augmented 
customer service benefits, so much the better.  
 
Martin Dunseath is an architect working 

for Purcell Miller Tritton, a practice we have a growing relationship with, 
thanks to a shared interest of the historic buildings sector. However, 
Martin and I have yet to work on a project together, but it is pleasing to 
note there appears to be opportunities coming up in the future.  
 
Sport often comes up at some point during lunch and this month was no 
exception thanks largely to Wimbledon and the World Cup. A lively 
discussion ensued due to the mixed interests of our guests. John 
McCaffery whose Irish team where so unfortunately denied a place at the 
South African Finals by the hand of Thierry Henry, the surprising exit of the French and the Italians 
and of course England’s narrow qualification were all discussed vigorously.  
 

It was a pleasure to have John with us this month especially 
amidst the preparations for the Papal visit for which he is the 
main fundraiser. John is one of the most successful charity 
fundraisers being mainly responsible for the largest ever 
charitable donation, by the Gates Foundation to Cambridge 
University of $230m. It was a delight to listen to his 
unrepeatable stories about the great and not so good. 
 
Charlie Goblet d’Alviella is now developing the logistics side of 
Yewcoat following a career in fine wines. Yewcoat very kindly 

sponsored the British Institute of Interior Design’s Summer Party and as a Council member I was 
delighted to be able to reciprocate the hospitality that Charlie showed to me at the after party 
dinner. 
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