
September Lunch Club 
 
Another lovely day in London for our September lunch, and another convivial meal with excellent food and wine, 
and although I’m not convinced by the option of smoked Eel I was apparently in a minority and I was assured it 
was very good.  
 
Jasper and I were delighted to welcome two leading lights of the design industry, Bill Bennette and Mohsen 
Tayebi (Stanhope Gate) who were able to add a great deal of colour to the discussion from their many years in 
the industry.  
 
Vanessa Leyland (Harrods) is just starting her rise to greatness and is a key element in the new interior design 
department at Harrods, which is already attracting projects of the highest order. Vanessa was able to discuss 
joining the British Institute of Interior Designers with Bill, who as a long-standing member and supporter of the 
Institute was very encouraging in this aim.  
 
We are sometimes short of female guests, so we were pleased that my wife Fiona was able to join us with her 
personal guest, Michael Palmer the very young Finance Director at Harry Neal Ltd. Michael had a very 
interesting path to his present position through the construction giant Balfour Beatty before deciding that the 
corporate machine was not for him, a similar path shared with Peter Sawa (Holloway White Allom), so there was 
some common ground before the good-natured banter started between our competing contractors. 
 
The general market conditions remain pretty much the same with enquiries being strong but margins being 
squeezed, nonetheless the general attitude is still fairly positive in our premium sector. Jaspers’ company has 
had a very successful year and although at times things have been difficult we are also confident coming out on 
top with contracts already booked for 2010. 
 


