
 
London was once again a hot and 
humid place on Thursday 25th June 
and we were all grateful to escape the 
sun for a few hours at ‘Just St. 
James’. We had a slightly smaller 
lunch than usual due to pressing work 
commitments and a burglary to attend 
to for one of our party.  
 
That having been said I was 
especially pleased to meet up with 
Alex Brydon again, one of our oldest 
customers and to share a few stories 
of when we were both a little younger 
and lot less knowledgeable.  Also 
present was Jeremy Blake (Purcell 
Miller Tritton) who has been a friend for many years and although I have worked with 
PMT often, I have yet to work directly with him on a project although this may change in 
the near future.  We were also joined by Robert Adams (Adams and Collingwood) who’d 
had a tough morning with the planners and was grateful for the opportunity to relax and 
regale us with stories of the trials and tribulations of being a young architect and the 
confusion he often found himself in by being one of a number of Robert Adams’.  
 
I was pleased to welcome a new face to lunch; Hamish Brown represents the up and 
coming generation of interior architects and is steadily building a reputation with his 
partner Benjamin in their practise Hamish Benjamin.  
 
Considering the present economic mood we were all fairly up beat about the current 
situation with all of us busy and not too concerned about the near future. There was no 
sign of complacency with all considering that things were likely to get worse, generally, 
before things returned to normal. The consensus was that our particular sectors of 
premium residential and heritage were less at risk than many other areas such as retail. 
 
We completed lunch by a respectable 4.30 and I headed off to the launch of the Proskills 
National Skills Academy of which I am a board member. For those of you who are not 
familiar with Proskills it is the Sector Skills Council (SSC) for the process industries of 
which furniture is a part. 

Pictured here are two of this month’s guests - Alex Brydon and Robert 
Adams 


